Tianjian Shi shows how cultural norms affect political attitudes and behavior through two causal pathways, one at the individual level and one at the community level. Focusing on two key norms -defi nition of self-interest and orientation to authority -he tests the theory with multiple surveys conducted in mainland China and Taiwan. Shi employs multilevel statistical analysis to show how, in these two very different political systems, similar norms exert similar kinds of infl uence on political trust, understanding of democracy, forms of political participation, and tolerance for protest. The approach helps explain the resilience of authoritarian politics in China and the dissatisfaction of many Taiwan residents with democratic institutions. Aiming to place the study of political culture on a new theoretical and methodological foundation, Shi argues that a truly comparative social science must understand how culturally embedded norms infl uence decision making.
"Over the course of his career, Tianjian Shi came to realize that culture could not be dismissed as irrelevant to the politics of nations. Instead, it kept resurfacing as a critical determinant of political legitimacy, participation, interests, and leadership. This fi nal casebook of a great detective solves once and for all the puzzle of culture. It will serve as a model for anyone on the trail of culture." -Bruce Gilley, Associate Professor of Political Science, Portland State University "This book is Shi's most ambitious. It is at once both a circling back to his personal and scholarly roots and a stretching of his reach and ambition. He develops this account -of individual and social norms and how they shape cultural understandings of rationality and orientations to authority -remarkably well. Nothing is a 'fi tting tribute,' but his own words come close." -John Aldrich, Pfi zer-Pratt University Professor of Political Science, Duke University "Tianjian Shi has written an important book that investigates culture as norms. For the 2002 survey, I would like to thank Li Peilin, Li Wei, Lu Hongxin, and Zuo Xinhua of the Institute of Sociology of the Chinese Academy of Social Science for their assistance. I would like to express my thanks especially to Xu Xinxin for her efforts in obtaining the required permit from the authorities to make the survey possible, as well as her ability to overcome various political and other diffi culties.
